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Geographical Indications (GIs):  

A global phenomenon seeking pragmatic solutions for effective protection  
 
 

In the framework of the 37th session of the WIPO Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks, 
Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications (SCT), currently taking place in Geneva, oriGIn is 
contributing to the debate with pragmatic solutions and innovative tools. 

At a side-event organized on 27 March, oriGIn presented the state of the art of its project of an 
online compilation of all GIs currently protected in the world. The compilation lists protected GIs in 
alphabetical order, with the indication of the country of origin, category of product, type of legal 
protection (sui generis, legislative act, court ruling, trademark), third countries where GIs are 
protected through a bilateral agreement and information concerning products. The compilation is 
expected to be completed in September this year and will be available on the oriGIn website.  

“In finalizing this fascinating tool, we have identified some 8.000 GIs currently recognized in the 
various jurisdictions around the world. In spite of differences in approach and legal tradition, all 
countries in the world have unique products deeply rooted in their geographical environments, 
which contribute to the sustainable development of their communities”, said Massimo Vittori, 
Managing Director of oriGIn. “In the following months, we intend to strengthen our cooperation with 
national and regional authorities responsible for GIs, to make sure our compilation is complete and 
periodically updated”, concluded Massimo Vittori.   
 
Likewise, the Information Session on GIs organized by the WIPO Secretariat on 28 March to 
discuss the different protection systems available for GIs at national and regional level as well as 
emerging issues related to the Internet and the domain name system, saw the active participation of 
oriGIn and several of its members. 

“The protection of GIs in key export markets represents a challenge for groups. Café de Colombia is 
currently recognized in several countries around the world, including in the EU and the US. This 
requires substantial efforts and resources in terms of legal counsel and enforcement”, said Mr. 
Esteban Rubio, senior lawyer at the Colombian Coffee Growers Federation. “In this respect, we 
believe the ratification of the Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement on Appellations of Origin and 
Geographical Indications by Colombia and a large number of WIPO Member States will be 
instrumental to establish a truly international register for GIs and will be tremendously beneficial for 
GI groups”, insisted Esteban Rubio.  
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With respect to the Internet, Mr. Charles Goemaere, Director of economic and legal affairs at the 
Comité Champagne, concluded pragmatically: “In a context of an expansion of domain names 
(more than 1.000 new strings – such as .food, .cloud, .paris – were recently made available by 
ICANN), providing all intellectual property rights – including GIs – with effective tools, such as 
Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP), to fight the growing unfair use of 
protected names as second level domains, is crucial to ensure predictability and legal certainty in 
the domain names environment”.  

 


