
 
 
 

The request of the « Syndicat interprofessionnel du Morbier », and its visual appearance, 
recognized by the Justice system 

 

On November 18, 2022, the Paris Court of Appeal accepted the request of the « Syndicat 
interprofessionnel du Morbier » to recognize that the recovery of its characteristic visual appearance 
was likely to mislead the consumer as to its true origin. 

All parties in the Morbier sector particularly wanted to defend its « signature trait », the central and 
horizontal dark line known worldwide from Morbier. The marketing of products with the visual 
characteristics of this raw milk PDO cheese could encourage consumers to buy a counterfeit product 
whose production may not meet specifications guaranteeing a product from the territory. 

Beyond the particular case of Morbier alone, the judgment rendered today was awaited by all PDO 
products whose very success is at stake due to illegal imitation. 

After more than ten years of legal battles, the « Syndicat interprofessionnel du Morbier » is delighted 
with this decision. The opinion delivered in December 2020 by the Court of Justice of the European 
Union on the interpretation of the European regulation was taken into account which defines the 
protection of PDO products. 

The CJEU had confirmed that the PDO does not only prohibit the use by a third party of the registered 
name. It also prohibits the reproduction of the characteristic shape or appearance of a PDO when it is 
likely to mislead the consumer as to the true origin of the product. In particular, it should be assessed 
whether an element of the appearance of the product holds a particularly distinctive characteristic so 
that its reproduction may, combined with other factors lead the consumer to believe that the imitation 
product is covered by the Designation. 

For Joël ALPY, President of the « Syndicat du Morbier », « This decision was eagerly awaited. It reinforces 
the protection of Morbier by extending it to its characteristic visual, and in particular its signature line. 
Morbier is a product from a well-defined geographical area, the « Massif du Jura », and produced 
according to recognized and controlled know-how. This recognition is an encouragement for all parties 
in the PDO sectors who perpetuate traditions and contribute to a sustainable and non-relocatable 
economy. » 
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